




Safety Alert / Chemical Dangers



PTFE treated products, such as Teflon and other name brands of non-stick cookware kill birds by releasing odorless, deadly gases when overheated.  PTFE is used in some space heaters, ranges, ovens, stove-top burner bibs or liners, heat lamps, irons, griddles, bread makers, woks, waffle makers, electric skillets, crock pots, popcorn poppers, coffee makers, roasters, curling irons, hair dryers, and more. Check labels before you purchase.

SELF-CLEANING OVENS use extremely high heat to burn off oven debris, and in the process creates toxic fumes that can harm or kill parrots. 

COOKING BAGS, especially those treated with PTFE, can emit harmful fumes during cooking that kill birds. Any substance that releases smoke and/or fumes when heated should be avoided in bird homes. Smoke detectors in homes save both human and pet lives.

FLEA COLLARS AND SPRAYS emit toxins into the air and should not be used in bird homes. Lice shampoo also contains dangerous toxins and should never used on birds.

PESTICIDE SPRAYS, NO-PEST STRIPS, AND FOGGERS poison the air and can kill birds.  Safer solutions are roach traps, ant bait, and other solid insect poisons that can be safely secured in the back of cabinets and other areas that are inaccessible to birds. 

STICKY STRIPS for flying insects should always be enclosed in old cages or other containers accessible to insects but out of the reach of birds and other pets. Citrus oil or peanut butter can be used to safely remove sticky substances from feathers.

HOUSEPLANTS AND FERTILIZER including 'fertilizer spikes' can poison birds so they should be kept out of their reach. Some of the most common poisonous houseplants are azalea, oleander, castor bean, sago palm, yew plants, dieffenbachia (dumb cane), asparagus fern, daffodils, flower bulbs, mistletoe, poinsettia, philodendron, and potato sprouts or 'eyes'.  Choose only non-poisonous plants for bird homes.

CIGARETTES, CIGARS, PIPES, AND OTHER SMOKING SUBSTANCES should never be used in air space shared by birds.  Passive inhalation of smoke, including smoke from burning incense, damages the sensitive avian respiratory system, eyes and skin. Nicotine can settle on perches and other cage surfaces and cause the self-mutilation of feet and legs in sensitive birds.

ESSENTIAL OILS and potpourri oils should never be used in the breathing space of parrots. Perfume, hairspray, and other aerosolized grooming products can damage the avian respiratory system.







Safety Alert / Chemical Dangers 
AIR FRESHENERS, including plug-in air fresheners and scented sprays are considered unsafe for birds. Avian deaths following the use of Febreze in the home have been reported so until new research proves it safe, do not use it in bird homes. To safely scent the air, simmer spices like cinnamon, cloves, vanilla, and citrus rinds on the stovetop or provide fresh outdoor air when weather permits.

SCENTED CANDLES release toxins when burned, so only unscented candles should be used in bird homes. (Be aware of the open flame). Beeswax candles are generally safe and unscented unless they are imported. Lead wicks are dangerous and illegal in the United States so do not buy imported candles unless they are labeled 'lead free'.


CARPET POWDERS AND SPRAYS such as 'Carpet Fresh', as well as similar treatments for upholstery (such as Febreze); often contain toxins which are dispersed into the air when they are vacuumed so they should never be used in bird homes. Carpets and upholstery can be cleaned safely with solutions of water and baking soda, vinegar, or Grapefruit Seed Extract. 

CLEANING AND DISINFECTING PRODUCTS like pine oil, ammonia, mold and mildew cleaners, toilet bowl cleaners, drain cleaners, furniture polish, oven cleaners, dishwasher detergents, furniture polish, car cleaning products, and laundry products, including bleach, can irritate or burn the skin, eyes and respiratory tract of birds when used in their air space. Spray starch is also toxic to birds.

HOME IMPROVEMENT PRODUCTS that create fumes include fresh paint, new carpet, drapes, furniture and flooring that use toxic glues. The out gassing of toxic chemicals from new furnishings, paints, solvents, adhesives, various finishes, and other building materials are sometimes described as the 'new smell' and can damage the avian respiratory system.  

MEDICATION AND TEA TREE OIL REMEDIES should be kept out of the reach of parrots. This includes prescription and over-the-counter medications. 
CARBON MONOXIDE is an odorless, colorless, tasteless gas produced by furnaces and other heaters. Birds in poorly ventilated, heated areas are at risk for carbon monoxide poisoning. It robs the blood of oxygen and can be particularly harmful to birds.

DRY-CLEANED CLOTHING should be aired outside or in an airspace not shared by birds until no odor remains. The chemical perchloroethylene causes cancer in lab animals.

MOTHBALLS and moth-repellent cakes and crystals contain paradichlorobenzene which also is found in toilet disinfectants and in deodorizers causes cancer in lab animals. Do not use in air space shared by birds.

