




The X-factor of  Toys—Playability! 
Although playability isn’t a “real” word, I think it’s the best way to describe the secret factor of bird toys—exactly what it is that makes a toy attractive to a bird.  Almost all bird owners have experienced the lack of playability.  How many times have you gone into a store, carefully looked at each toy, found one you’re CERTAIN they’ll like, and take it home to…no reaction from your feathered friend!

Parrot owners often buy toys that appeal to humans, only to find they’re not at all attractive to the bird.  Grey Feather Toys has spent years researching the playability of toys.  In fact, their products are famous for being chock-full of the X-factor.  Customers write them again and again of their birds’ excitement each time they see the signature wrappings inside a Grey Feather Toys shipment.  The birds KNOW there is some fun inside that box! Check out their website, you won’t be disappointed. 






www.GreyFeatherToys.com
To help you choose a toy your bird will enjoy most, here is a short list of playability factors for different birds. Read on for tips on enriching your parrot’s playtime!  

Sound:  Almost every African Grey owner knows that Greys LOVE toys that rattle.  If they can shake it, and rattle it, it’s wonderful! This attraction is not just limited to Greys; many species appreciate a toy’s clatter quality.  In a general sense, large birds like a wide range of noises in toys—almost any sound will do. The small guys are attracted to the sound the tinkling of bells, or the jingling of other toy parts.

Keep in mind that your bird’s preference in the degree and intensity of the sound may differ.  Really loud toys can intimidate a more timid bird, while a quieter toy may not be enough auditory excitement for those birds who really like to make a LOT of noise.

Color:  Birds are just dotty about it!  Perhaps this is because in the wild, many of their food sources are brightly colored.  Whatever the cause, make sure toys are brilliant and glowing with a rainbow of plastic pieces, because parrots are drawn to dazzling hues.   

Some birds evidence a preference for certain colors.  One of the best ways to determine your bird’s favorite hues is to offer them the same item in different colors.  Lay out the same shape in six colors, in a line, and see which one your bird picks up first.  Do this a number of times over a period of days, and a pattern of choice usually emerges. Remember that your bird can also pick up on your personal color preferences.  Perhaps you think your parrot dislikes the color orange, but upon checking, do you have any orange colors in your house! Because you may dislike the color orange, maybe your bird has acquired the same aversion? Make a test, the results may surprise you.
Texture:  The texture factor in toys can be applied across almost every element the toy contains.  From stainless steel chains to plastic pacifiers to carved wood to vegetable-tanned leather—each component offers its own singular texture to a bird’s sensitive tongue.  What texture is attractive to your bird doesn’t vary so much from species to species, as it does from individual to individual.  Small, medium and large size birds alike love to explore different textures on toys.

That being said, there are certain texture aspects that attract certain sized birds.  Because the big boys love to chew, toys made up of primarily wooden pieces are favorites.  Likewise, some of those big beaks just love the feeling of chomping on rawhide strips.  For humans that own “leather-slicers,” use a variety of leather pieces for your bird’s gnawing pleasure. 

Hiding: The ability to hide or burrow under a toy can delight the smallest to the largest of birds.  Little guys, big guys, and sometimes those in between, find that hiding is one of the most fun things a bird can do!  Keep in mind that you may not even know your bird is a “hider” unless there is a toy to provide “cover.”  Let your bird try one of those toys with a High Hiding Rating & see if they may be an “Undercover Agent”!

